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Celtic in charm, and Celtic in his enjoyment of battle.
He had a skill that was almost Welsh in playing the harp ;
and on the rare occasions when his harping failed of its
effect, he had an agility that was almost Welsh in dodging
the javelin. He may not have been always too scrupulous
about the property of the Church, but he proved himself
to be a born Minister of Munitions when he turned even
the stones of the brook into weapons of war. Quick in
decision, strenuous in action, he was emphatically a
believer in the knock-out blow. He did not escape diffi-
culties with his Generals. The sons of Zeruiah, he said,
were too hard for him, but he succeeded at last in securing
unity of military control. He was perhaps fortunate in
having no newspaper press; but he lives, and will for
ever live, in the pages of a severely dispassionate his-
torian. From that obviously uncensored narrative we
learn that the earlier David was no plaster saint. He
was full-blooded and a fighter, whose greatness did not
exempt him from mistakes and inconsistencies. But
through all his errors he strove nobly, he never lost faith
in lofty ideals, he achieved the people's good, and he
deserved the people's love. Through many dangers, and .
after long strife, he brought them in triumpii to security
and peace. His final injunction to Solomon: 'Be strong
and show thyself a man/ epitomized the habit of his life.
Sir, that is your motto, as it was his; it is also your
message to the nation in her hour of trial.

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH ON THE OCCASION
OF CONFERRING THE HONORARY DEGREE OF ZJL.D. ON
FIELD-MARSHAL SIR DOUGLAS HAIG, K.T., MAY 28, 1919

SIR ALFRED EWING, proposing after luncheon the health
of Sir Douglas Haig, said that in the triumphal progress